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I have made a resolution to purchase a new front door bell, 
something very loud - one that plays the 1812 overture or some-
thing similar springs to mind.

Picture the scene - I am busy in the kitchen, which is at the back 
of the house, Radio 3 or Classic FM belting out full blast and on 
quite a few 
occasions I have not heard the front door bell and missed one or 
two 
callers.

I wrote at the beginning of the year about the beautiful stained glass window at 
Innellan depicting the magnificent painting by Holman Hunt 'The Light of the World'. 
Once a young boy was in a party of tourists being shown the picture in St Paul's 
Cathedral. It was explained how, although Christ had been knocking, nobody had 
opened the door. The boy commented "Perhaps they were out at the back".

It's very easy, just as it's easy for me not to hear my front door bell when I am busy 
with other things, to not hear Christ when he calls. We can be so busy filling our lives 
making money, having a good time or generally be so preocupied we do not hear 
Christ knocking.

Hunt's picture is based on a verse from the New Testament Revelation 3 verse 20.

'Here I am, I stand at the door and knock. If any one hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in and eat with him and he with me' 
and he used it in an evangelistic sense, that is, Christ standing outside the door of 
the 
individual's heart or life.

I have missed quite a few people this summer whilst occupying myself 'in the back' 
just as there are so many things to occupy our attention that we do not hear the 
Saviour's knocking.

Solomon wrote the importance of hearing and responding

"My lover thrust his hand through the latch opening;
My heart began to pound for him
I arose to open for my lover 
My fingers on the handle of the lock
I opened for my lover but my lover had 
left; he was gone
My heart sank at his departure
I looked for him but did not find him
I called him but he did not answer."

It's annoying to miss someone but how disappointing and frustrating for the caller -
knocking but getting no answer!

Next month I will write about how Holman Hunt came to paint 'The Light of the 
World' and the messages in the picture itself.   
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – FORTHCOMING EVENTS

September
Tue 2nd 7.30pm Stewardship Renewal Programme meeting for Parish Visitors 

with Uell Kennedy (Parish Rooms)
Fri 5th 2,30pm Refreshments (Parish Rooms) before •.
 3pm Kildwick School Assembly
Wed 10th 6.30pm JETS starts (Parish Rooms)
Sat 13th  All day Historic Churches Trust Sponsored Bike Ride
Sat 13th  7.30pm Concert by Chris Hazel
Tue 16th  7.30pm PCC Meeting (parish Rooms)
Fri 26th 7.30pm Stewardship Presentation Evening with Uell Kennedy (parish 

Rooms)

October
Wed 1st 7.30pm Stewardship Presentation Evening with Uell Kennedy (parish 

Rooms)
Sat 4th 7.pm Harvest Supper (Bradley Village Hall)
Sun 5 th   Harvest Festival
Tue 7th 7.30pm Worship Advisory Group (Vicarage)
Tue 14th 7.30pm Nurture Advisory Group Meeting
Tue 14th 7.30pm Outreach Advisory Group (Croft Mount, Bradley)
Sun 19th 10.30am United Service for One World Week (Baptist Church)
Tue 21st 8pm Young Peoples Advisory Group (Parish Rooms)

Sun 26th  10.00am Russicum taking part in the service
         7.30pm Concert by Russicum

November
Fri 21st 7.30pm PCC meeting with the Archdeacon of Craven
Sat 29th  7.30pm Concert by Steeton Male Voice Choir
Sun 30th   Advent Sunday

December
Mon 1st  7.30pm Patronal Festival Eucharist.  Preacher: The Venerable Guy 

Wilkinson, Archdeacon of Bradford

Sunday Services  at Kildwick for SeptEmber

7th  8.15am Eucharist, 10am Family Service with Baptisms, 6pm Sung 
Eucharist.
14th  8.15am Eucharist, 10am Sung Eucharist, 6pm CDFC United Service 
Baptist        
  Church.
21th  8.15am Eucharist, 10am Sung Eucharist,  6pm Choral Evensong
28th 8.15am Eucharist, 10am Sung Eucharist, 6pm Healing Service
October.
5th  Harvest Festival
 8.15am Eucharist, 10am All/age Family service 6pm Sung Eucharist, 
 




