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and richly deserved the sentence of condemnation so soon to
fall upon it. Unfortunately the Church in many parishes is
still suffering from this and other abuses. Plans of the seats
still exist with the names of the original allottees and also
the present occupiers 1858. *‘‘ The Citation (to be read in
the Church) from the Chancery Court of York, calling upon
parishioners and inhabitants to appear before the Right
Worshipful Granville Venables Vernon, m.a., Vicar General
and Official Principal of the most Reverend Edward, by
Divine Providence Lord Archbishop of York, Primate of
England and Metropolitan, on Thursday, 12th of June, to
show reasonable and lawful cause why a Licence or Faculty
to erect at the west end of the middle aisle a loft or gallery
to extend from the north wall to the south wall of the said
aisle, to adjoin upon the belfry on the west and to front the
body of the Church on the east, to contain in length from
west to east 20ft. 8in., and in width from north to south 18ft,
4in., height from the ground to the underside of the floor at
the front 7ft. 9in., and at the back 14ft. 5in., to be supported
in the front by iron posts or pillars and to ascend by stairs
adjoining upon the wall of the belfry . . . to erect seats, pews,
and benches . . . to be allotted to parishioners willing to pur-
chase the same, also to remove present north door five feet
nearer to the west end and to erect a stuth partition of laths
and plaster with proper doors to extend in a line from the
place where the north door now stands to the south wall, to
make the Church warmer and more comfortable, . . . should
not be granted to the Rev! John Pering, clerk, the vicar, and
Benjamin Smith, Edward Smith, John Watkinson, Joseph
Asquith, James Gill, William Walters, Richard Harrison,
and Joseph Turner, the churchwardens, dated 30th May,
1823.” No one appeared to make an objection and the
faculty was duly issued dated July 2nd, 1824. It was
originally intended to provide accommodation for the singers
and an organ on the gallery but this was given up. The
gallery was therefore erected and thus four of the best arches
were sacrificed and the belfry arch hidden from view, the old
canopy over the font which had been bequeathed by the
monks of Bolton at the dissolution was taken down to make
room and sold by public auction in the form of chairs for
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£40. As will be seen hereafter the gallery as an institution
had but a short life when once the Church began to rise
from its Georgian deadness and decay. In 1829 the sum of
£20 8s. 3d. was expended on the clock face, the chief ‘sub-
scriber being Miss Currer £10. The London Gazette of
December, 1840, contains the following information, viz.,
that Kildwick then had a population of 9926 persons and
accommodation in the Church for 999 persons, and at Silsden
Chapel for 432 persons, a chapel recently erected at Lothers-
dale adjoining Kildwick had accommodation for 320 persons.
H. M. Commissioners therefore recommended that the con-
tiguous parts of Kildwick and Carleton should be consolidated
into a separate district named *‘ The Consolidated District of
Christ Church, Lothersdale.” The London Gazette of
December 6th, 1844, also records the formation of a new
parish of Cowling on the provision of an endowment by the
ecclesiastical commissioners. This would be almost the
last of Mr. Pering's labours. He did not indeed live to see
the work of separating Cowling into a distinct parish actually
accomplished, although he had plepdl‘td the way. The
following is the entry of his burial in the register, ‘¢ 1843,
The Revd John Perlmr, M.A., late Vicar of Kildwick and
Skipton, May 9th, age 78.—\;\?1]1. Cartman.” He lies buried
within the sanctuary on the south side of the altar, but the
grave stone has been removed a little more to the south than
Lhc grave itself and may now be seen on the vestry floor;

this was done at the restoration of 1901-3 in order to admit
of the santuary being covered with tesselated pavement.
The inscription on the stone reads thus : ‘* Underneath this
stone are deposited the remains of the Rev% John Pering,
M.A., April 30, 1843.—See the Monument over.” This refers
to a marble tablet above the centre of the arch on the north
side thus: ** Sacred to the memory of the Rev® John Pering,
M. A., late student ot Christ Church, Oxford, Vicar of Kild-
wick and Skipton, died April 30th, 1843. In his estimable
character all those qualities were combined which distinguish
a man and elevate a christian in whom learning was adorned
by humility, benevolence, by modesty and piety, by a life of
self-devotion to his Gob. For 37 years he faithfully dis-
charged the arduous duties of this extensive parish, and in





